
Freedom Outreach International (a Ministry to the Military) 

21 Days of Fasting, Prayer, and Consecration 

January 8-28, 2017 
How to Use This Guide 

We all understand the necessity of a personal prayer life (Matt. 

6:6, Luke 6:12), and we know the promise of what God will do 

when we come together and pray in agreement (2 Chron. 7;14, 

Psalm 133:1, Matt. 18:19).  It is appropriate, and more so, it is 

imperative as individuals and as a movement, that we take time 

at least once a year to focus on fasting, prayer and consecration.   

 

This three-week daily devotional is meant as a guide, so we can 

take this journey together.  There are daily scripture readings to 

supplement your study time, a short devotional, many which are 

military focused this year.    The theme, as directed (we believe) by the Holy Spirit, is PREPARE.1  The 

First week, we will seek God to “Prepare Our Hearts,” while the second week we ask Him to, “Prepare 

Our Hands.”  On the final week, we will make prophetic declaration together as we, “Prepare the Way of 

the Lord.”   

Starting January 8, consider fasting in whichever way you feel that you can commit to:  fasting from 

entertainment and media, from activities and pursuits that will free up your time, and/or a dietary fast 

such as the Daniel fast (http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/women/the-different-types-of-fasts-

11626299.html).  The best fast for you is the fast you commit to and keep.  But, let’s not forget that the 

true fast is found in Isaiah 58—it’s about more than denying yourself certain kinds of foods.  Yet, Jesus 

tell us that we should all fast (Matthew 6:16-18) and that there is a special release of God’s power (Mark 

9:29).   

Join in with friends and family and your church during this time of fasting together (corporate fasting).  

Whenever possible, spend time in prayer with others.  Perhaps your church will hold special prayer 

meetings during these three weeks.  Another great practice is to keep a journal during this time, writing 

down what you are seeking the Lord for and specific things you sense Him showing you through His 

word and during prayer.  The devotionals will be posted on the Ministry to the Military Prayer Facebook 

Page.  Please request to join (it’s a closed group) to receive the daily posting.  Feel free to post your 

prayer on the site as it will be read (in agreement) by our FOI/MTTM family around the world.  

Join with the FOI/MTTM Family around the world on a simultaneous prayer call/video (WebEx) on 

Saturday, January 28th at 0700 EST USA. Please do not miss this once-annual opportunity to tie in our 

centers worldwide for simultaneous, real-time prayer together!  We will begin in Guam (it will be latest 

in the day there) and work our way through the Far East, then to Europe and end in the USA.  We can 

have up to 100 people on the video call and an unlimited number calling in, so encourage your church, 

family and prayer partners to participate.  May the Lord bless you as we embark, together, to seek His 

face. 

                                                           
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise annotated. 

http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/women/the-different-types-of-fasts-11626299.html
http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/women/the-different-types-of-fasts-11626299.html


Day 1 – Prepare Our Hearts -- “Prepare a Table for Me” 

Read all Psalm 23 & Psalm 95 

As a shepherd boy, little David learned the hard way how to care for 

sheep.  As he lovingly led stinky, stupid, wayward animals to still 

waters and green pastures, he learned the heart of his Heavenly 

Father.  There must have been one day, covered in sweat and manure, 

flies buzzing around his head, chasing after another stray, snatching it 

once again from the clutches of a lion or bear, that David looked up to 

heaven, shook his head and smiled, realizing, “Lord, is this how I am 

each day as You are leading me?”   

As the sheep of His pasture, the sheep of His hand (Psalm 95), we often wander, gazing over and 

desiring another field, tripping along to our “If Only” meandering thoughts, then finding ourselves in 

harm’s way either by stumbling or willful defiance.  Still, our ability to follow either poorly or well 

determines nothing about God’s faithfulness to lead.  He leads because HE IS the Good Shepherd. 

As our leader, He brings us to a place that is already ready—a table set before we ever got there.  How 

faithful He is, that He knew we’d get to it eventually.  Long before we ever set foot on the journey with 

Him, He had already polished the silverware, put out the plates, and set up the most sumptuous 

banquet.  It’s as though He’s saying, “See?  I did this, not you.  I had this ready before you even knew 

me.  When you aren’t prepared, I AM.  When you don’t know where this all is going, I DO.  I’ve led you 

safe thus far and prepared all of this, before the foundation of the world, for you.  Now, train your heart 

to trust Me even more.  I AM PREPARED.” 

Our prayers 

O Lord, we stand in awe again of Your unfailing faithfulness.  Great is Thy Faithfulness!  What a Good 

Shepherd You are!  We repent of doubting You, of lagging behind in unbelief, of allowing situations and 

people to take us off course from this journey with You.  May we keep in step with Your Spirit and stay 

ever nearer to You as You lead.  We repent of running out in front of Your timing instead of abiding in 

the shadow of Your Wings and walking patiently along with You.  Thank You that You are trustworthy, 

that You have the Master Plan and are leading to what You have already prepared.  From the newborn 

babe in Christ to the most mature minister, we all must learn how to better trust You and how to be 

better followers.  Renew our hearts today as we recommit ourselves to go wherever You want to lead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2 – Prepare Our Hearts – “Prepare Me for the Table” 

Read Psalm 23 & Matthew 22:2-14 

A three-year-old girl stuck her hand out to her mom and said, 

“Look at the fly I killed, Mommy.” Since she was eating a juicy 

pickle at the time, the mother thrust the girls contaminated 

hands under the faucet and washed them with antibacterial 

soap. After sitting her down to finish her pickle, the mother 

asked, with a touch of awe, “How did you kill that fly all by 

yourself?”  Between bites, she said, “I hit it with my pickle.”2 

I wonder how often we are like little children learning table 

manners, germy hands, squirming, picking, playing, getting up 

and down and up again.  The Father has prepared a table 

before us but we must also allow Him to prepare us for the 

table. 

As we read the parable of the King’s Banquet, we find a man, 

at the end of the teaching, who was not wearing his wedding 

clothes.  The banquet was prepared for him, but he was not 

prepared for the banquet.  Naturally, we understand that this verse is talking about an unrepentant 

heart that had not been regenerated and saved, yet is the principal is the same.  As the Father has 

withheld nothing to prepare everything for us we must do our part to prepare ourselves to receive, to 

set at His table and dine with Him, to participate and (less the flies and the pickles) come as innocent 

children and partake.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Prayers 

Lord Jesus, we live in a world that wants to continually and deliberately blur the lines between the holy 

and the profane.  You have told us to come out and be separate.  You have shown us how to live holy, 

through Your Spirit, in an unholy world.  Prepare our hearts to receive from You all that You have 

prepared for us.  Teach us to be still at Your table, to listen, to enjoy, to receive.  Prepare us, especially, 

to come to Your table during this time of fasting and consecration. 

Lord, we take this opportunity to pray for those who do not yet have their wedding clothes, who have 

not received salvation.  Make us bold to proclaim your truth in love in 2017 and open their hearts on 

every military installation, in every unit, in every ship and tank and fox hole.   

 

 

 

                                                           
2 As published in Readers Digest Online, submitted by Cindy Yates, Mill Valley, California. 



Day 3 – Prepare Our Hearts – “In The Presence of Mine Enemies” 

Read Psalms 23 and 40 

March 22nd, 2016.  My bags were packed and I had my phone out to 

check in for my flight out of Brussels the next morning.  Life was 

peaceful and predictable for the first time in a long time.  We had 

funding for all of our summer camps and were putting out the adverts 

for a banner ministry season of ministry.  But as I opened the airline 

app, a text popped up from my sister saying, “Tell me you’re not at 

the airport.  Turn on the news.  Something has happened.” 

It seemed that the eyes of the world turned to our little host nation of 

Belgium.  The brutal bombing of the Brussels Airport disrupted many 

aspects of daily life and sent the nation into a furious hunt for terrorists.  Meanwhile, our high hopes for 

summer ministry were dashed by a travel ban for US Military.  The ban would be in effect until the 19th of 

June, the very day our first camp was to begin.   

Emails, calls and texts flooded in urging us to cancel all events.  No one will come.  It’s over.   

I emailed our International Director, Dr. Robert Moore, needing his approval to officially pull the three youth 

camps off of the schedule.  “Just give it a few days,” he wrote in reply, “just to see what the Lord has to say.”   

I did pray, and betwixt the frustrated tears, disappointment and anxiousness, I heard only one thing from 

that Still Small Voice, “I will prepare a table before you in the presence of your enemies.”   

A complicated security system was purchased, a security gate was activated, and busses were rented.  If only 

just five youth came, we would have camp.  Taking every safety and security precaution, we proceeded.  We 

had a word from the Lord. The enemy would not win. 

The day before the first camp, as the travel ban expired, the visiting worship leader (knowing nothing of the 

verse I had been clinging to) had a word from the Lord during prayer, “Prepared,” he said, simply.  “The Lord 

is saying, ‘I am PREPARED.’”  I just nodded through the tears.  

The numbers for those three weeks more than doubled any previous attendance record as hundreds of 

young people poured into the facility.  Throughout the summer, over 79 US Military dependent youth came 

to saving faith in Jesus Christ for the first time ever.   

The Lord doesn’t take the enemy out of the picture before He sets the table.  He prepares it in the presence 

of the enemy.  I get a certain not-so-subtle pleasure out of imagining the devil gnashing his teeth at the 

victories of our God on our behalf!  If we’re waiting on the absence of threat in order to obey the Lord’s 

command, we will never act.  He has set us up for a triumph so divine that even the worst naysayers must see 

and fear and put their trust in the Lord. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

Our Lord, You are always victorious!  Prepare our hearts to go into battle with You in 2017.  You go before us 

to set the table.  You have already won!  Tune our eyes to see as You see.  Forgive us when we have been 

faint of heart and unbelieving.  Forgive us for doubts and fear.  Teach us to face our adversary straight on 

with You at the lead knowing You will never lead us into a battle that You have not already won. 



Day 4 – Prepare Our Hearts for Radical Faith 

Read Genesis 22:1-18 & Hebrews 11 

Do we have faith that can’t be killed?  

The story of Abraham, offering his one and only son, Isaac (the 

son of the promise) upon the altar, is so familiar to us that we can 

overlook the impact it needs to have on us here and now.   

The best part of this story is not only that Isaac lives, but that 

Abraham had the audacity to believe that he couldn’t really kill 

him, that even if Isaac died, the Lord would bring him back to life (according to Hebrews).  

 Abraham knew God’s promise, as it rested upon Isaac’s life, was un-killable. 

The world is radical in its defiance of all things holy, right and scriptural.  The enemy is radical in his 

campaign against the church and our lives.  If we aren’t radical for Christ, then what – truly – are we? 

No matter what has happened, do you think that you’ve messed up so badly that God’s promises and 

plan for you are no longer able to come to pass?  To quote Beth Moore, “You, my friend, are not that 

powerful.” 

Solomon said that love is as strong as death, which is a true but incomplete statement.  Love is stronger.  

The promises of God for us are founded, bound and delivered through the God-so-loved guarantee.  So, 

if He has to raise that kind of faith from the dead in our hearts today, then let the resurrection begin!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

We are seeking You for boldness, Lord, for BOLD, unstoppable, unshakable and unkillable faith!  Renew in us 

the heart of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah Who always conquers and Who never backs down from the threats 

of the evil one and the problems of a fallen world.  Forgive us and cleanse us from wavering between two 

opinions.   

Give us faith for every person we work with, everyone in our neighborhood, city and milcom.  Teach us to 

speak in faith, speaking Your word in our prayers.  You are the One who rose up from the dead and have all 

power over death.  Raise up dead faith!  Raise up dead hopes!  Raise back to live the radical, culture changing 

belief that whatsoever we ask for in Your Name, we shall receive.  We are asking for miracles for Freedom 

Outreach International, Ministry to the Military.  We are asking for dry bones, wherever they lay, to live!  We 

put all of our trust and hope in You because You didn’t tell Jacob to seek You in vain.  You are a rewarder of 

those who diligently seek You.  We thank You now for these miracles and manifestations of your power, 

presence and glory throughout FOI/MTTM in each area today, and for the new frontiers that will be forged in 

Your Name this year.  In Jesus’ Name, amen! 

 

 

 



Day 5 – Prepare Our Hearts – “Yet, Return to Me” 

 

Read Jeremiah 3:1-10 

We saw it after the World Trade Centers were bombed on 9/11/01 – America turned to prayer.  People 

were praying in the streets.  Churches were calling prayer meetings. It seemed that America was, fueled 

through crisis, turning back to God.  But the press got ahold of it.  Soon, God Almighty was replaced with 

“little g-god,” not the Almighty, but the politically correct, all-roads-are-the-same god.  Religion crept 

into where sincerity had so recently triumphed.  Once again, a “form of godliness but denying the 

power” secular humanism prevailed. 

Over and over, God admonishes Israel, “Return to Me.”  No matter how far you’ve fallen, no matter how 

broken, despised and rejected you have become, “Yet, return to Me,” He pleads.  Not in pretense or in 

words only, but in sincerity of heart. 

This summer, the Reverend Franklin Graham went to all 50 state capitols with one purpose in mind—

God’s people MUST pray.  Each prayer rally, photographs recorded scores of people, calling on the 

Name Above All Names, confessing, repenting, turning hearts and hands to the Father.  No matter 

whose name would be called President on November 8th, Jesus would be crowned King Eternal in the 

USA again.  That was the victory this year, and may it ever be and more so.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our prayers 

Father God, Almighty God, do not let us return to You only in words or pretense. Let us rend our hearts 

once again as a nation.  Let us pray for our nation and our people daily and hold up the men and women 

in our nations Armed Forces who stand in harm’s way on our behalf.  Prepare our hearts to be people of 

prayer on a level that we’ve never known.  Help us to be disciplined in daily, personal prayer and 

insistent and intentional about corporate prayer.  Let us find Your Heart as You reveal it in the secret 

place.  Forgive us for pretense!  Forgive us for half-heartedness!  Help us to be the men and women of 

prayer that You have appointed us to be.  In Jesus’ Name—amen. 



Day 6 – Prepare Our Hearts to See Your Beauty 

Read Psalm 27 & Psalm 63 

This past Thanksgiving, we were celebrating 

with family in Washington State.  My three-

year-old nephew was in the kitchen by himself.  

Over the top of the island we could see his 

little head bowed and hear him saying, in his 

ducky little voice, “Ohhhh, it is so beau-tee-

ful…the colors…wed, gold, gween….soooo 

pwetty.”  My sister peeked over his head then 

turned to me, chuckling, and whispered,    

“He’s looking at the dog food.”   

How precious children are, to be able to see beauty in everything!  I wonder if they see it because they 

are looking or because they haven’t been tainted to do the opposite -- to see the bad in everything. 

The psalmist says (Psalm 63), “I have seen You in the sanctuary.”  In Psalm 27, the psalmist states that 

he has asked only one thing of the Lord, that he would be able to dwell in God’s house (to move in and 

make a permanent abode), gaze upon His beauty (to recognize and acknowledge Him in worship) and to 

seek Him in His temple (to find Him in prayer).  Surely that is what we all want!  Beyond what we’ve ever 

seen before, let us look for what we’ve never seen, with spiritual eyes open to the beauty, majesty and 

power of the Lord.   

The Father promises that we will find Him when we seek Him with all of our hearts (Jeremiah 29:13).  He 

is beautiful beyond compare!  To find Him, we have only to take a moment and just look.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our prayers 

Lord Jesus, You are beautiful!  Our eyes long to see You in the sanctuary!  We crave Your beauty, Your 

presence, Your manifest glory!  Lord, open our eyes.  Train us to see beyond the usual.  Teach us to 

earnestly seek You like we never have before, to not be content until we find You!  In our conferences 

and retreats this year, and in our weekly services, fall upon us with the presence of the Holy Spirit so 

that we may see like never before.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 7 – Prepare Our Hearts to be Recreated 

Read Psalm 51  

David is a broken man, praying, singing out his sorrows, 

pleading for the Father to forgive him and touch his life 

again.  Even in just the first 10 verses, we hear the 

pleadings of a desperate man, “Wash me, cleanse me, 

purge me, make me,” and then the beautiful phrase, 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God.”  

Even in this dark and desolate condition, David knows 

one thing.  If I can be recreated, it is only He who can 

recreate me.   

David knew his heart hadn’t been right, that he didn’t have a “right spirit.”  David didn't go about trying 

to act better or to pretend everything was ok, or jump on some self-help “positive self-esteem” 

bandwagon to try to make him feel better about not being ok. He said, "create in me,” meaning:  

”Lord, what has to be done in me, I do not have the capacity to do myself.” 

God and God alone creates something out of nothing. When feel you have nothing to give, let Him 

create. When you feel empty, let him create. When you don't have the energy, the resources, the 

health, the vision anymore...let Him create.  

Even for those who are in a strong and healthy season spiritually, is there even one among us who 

wouldn’t welcome the Lord’s cleansing and creative power flowing anew?  We all need the Creator to 

keep working the project of our hearts, which will never be complete until we’re with Him for eternity.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Abba Father, You see all of our lack.  You see what we need even when we don't. Create in us, O Lord, 

that we would have clean hearts, right spirits, and the joy of our salvation. We give you all we have and 

we give you all we lack. Creator, do what you do so perfectly well as we surrender to You. In Jesus’ 

Name, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 8 – Prepare Our Hands – “I Don’t Know the Story” 

 

Read Deuteronomy 8 & Luke 22:7-19 

It was muggy, warm day on the 4th of July.  We had taken a group of college students to see some of the 

historical sights on the coast of France.  On this particular trip, it wasn’t about education or tourism, it 

was about a solemn remembrance.   

We stepped into the American Cemetery at Normandy Beach, France.  The white crosses lined up in 

perfect formation as though peering out onto the D-Day landing beaches where so many had lost their 

lives.  A French choir sang acapella, in hauntingly beautiful harmonies, that, “you gave your sons to save 

our sons.”  I didn’t restrain the tears—the memory of these young men were deserving of them.  The 

moment was awesome, inspiring, agonizing, sacred.   

One of the students, in her early 20’s, approached.  She was very polite when she asked to be excused 

to wait in the car because, she explained, “I don’t know the story of this war.” 

Besides the obvious incredulity, I felt ashamed, angry and sorry that she didn’t know.  I immediately 

began to consider how the Lord always made Israel set up remembrances so that future generations 

would never forget.  In Exodus 12:26, God institutes the Feast of Unleavened Bread so that, “when your 

children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’” they would have an annual opportunity to 

pass on their history to the next generation. 

How important it is to remember the faithfulness of God, His mercy, His goodness to all generations.  

How essential it is that we pass on everything we can of our faith to the next generation, lest they one 

day look at us and say, “I don’t know the story.” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

Lord Jesus, we pray for our children and teens, that we would leave them a great legacy of faith and miracles, 

of a glorious history in You! Help us focus toward the future while remembering the past.  They need to know 

that You are the God of yesterday, today and forevermore.  They need the heritage of faith and the deep 

roots of generations who have known You.  Help each and every parent to teach and train their children in 

Your word.  Create family altars in each home.  May prayer and family worship be central in each and every 

one of our centers.  We thank You for reminding us to help them remember You. 

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwikx-y-2JTRAhXMMVAKHVBWCfkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/normandy-american-cemetery&psig=AFQjCNHtELLq_SF1qhUazV5qJYx5NCSHLw&ust=1482939007294297


Day 9 – Prepare Our Hands – Divine Strategies 

Read 2 Samuel 5:17-25 & Proverbs 3:5-6 

To obtain a competitive advantage in any forum, one must improve 
productivity, quality and speed. By nature, we rely on the tools (skills, 
resources, and people) on hand to become the determining factor for 
the strategy. For example, we need to go through a wilderness area. Do 
we have a boat? Forge the river. Do we have a machete? Cut through 
the brush in the lowlands. That may look like strategy on any given day 
but it does not address the essence of what strategy IS, especially when 
there is a devilishly clever enemy lurking on the other side, scheming 
against us with every heinous tactic (even our own noble intentions) in 
an attempt to thwart the progress of God's people. 

Strategy is taking the MOST VALUABLE POSITION which isn't necessarily 
the fastest or most obvious.  Strategy is choosing what good things not to do so that resources can be 
fully leveraged on the best thing. And the best thing is rarely, if ever, the easiest. 

In our churches, our ministries, even our personal spiritual walks, are we taking the most obvious and 
well-beaten path or relying on the strategies inspired by the Holy Spirit? Are we operating using the play 
books of history and the textbooks of man or relying on divinely inspired direction? 

In the OT battles, rarely did God speak to the people to do the most obvious thing. March around the 
city day and after day and shout (Joshua); Break clay pots while blowing trumpets (Gideon); Choose five 
smooth stones and leave your armor behind (David); Listen for the sound of marching in the mulberry 
trees... Israel often lost battles when they did what they thought was best, what worked last time, 
depending on their own understanding and might. 

There is only ONE who knows the position of the adversary and what his next move is against you and 
me and against the Body of Christ. Surely the days around us are too dark and the hour is too late for 
trial and error methodology or spending resources to implement another commercially inspired 
church/ministry growth tactic. 

The most advantageous position will only come in prayer over an open Bible, as the written word and 
the Living Word gives us insight into how and when to proceed and with whom. Without a doubt, we 
need improved spiritual productivity, quality and speed. I'm convinced that we will never gain those 
advantages faster than when we (counter-intuitively) wait on the Lord. Getting into position with Him is 
the only position that brings sure, anointed, heaven-born, devil crushing strategy. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our prayers 

Lord, we need Your divine strategies!  We repent of leaning on our own understanding and we, instead, 

acknowledge You that You would direct our paths.  Lead us, O Lord!  May we wait on You in prayer for 

your heavenly direction in every aspect of our lives and ministries.  Teach us Your ways, O Lord, and 

don’t allow us to follow the way that seems right to us.  Renew our minds and train our ears so that we 

can discern Your will and follow You closely every step of every day. 



Day 10 – Prepare Our Hands/Supernatural Protection – “Through The Waters” 

Read Isaiah 43:2 & Psalm 91 

As a member of the Army Nurse Corp, she served on 

Red Cross ships in World War II as well as a makeshift 

hospital on Anzio Beach, Italy.  Each day, she waited 

for the mail to come, hoping she would have letters 

from home.  Her Sunday School teacher was more 

faithful to write than anyone else.  Each day, the 

teacher would write a letter about the most mundane 

goings-on of their hometown, but any news from 

home at all was bliss.  At the end of every letter was one random Bible verse to encourage her.  

Oftentimes, the mail would be delayed and a weeks’ worth of letters or more would pile up.  On this 

day, the mail came with several letters from home, but the young Army nurse was too exhausted to 

read them.  She slipped them into the pocket of her dungarees and headed off to bed below deck. 

Dawn broke with the startling sound of bombs falling and metal bending.  She woke to find a direct hit 

on the other side of the women’s dorms.  Several of her friends lay dead.  Panicked, she looked for the 

exit, but the blast had trapped her in the rubble.  She pulled on her dungarees and scrambled to find any 

way out.  Seeing daylight above, through the smoke, she fought her way through burning metal, hoisting 

herself up onto the main deck only to find herself imprisoned there on the wrong side of the impact.  

She could hear the rescuers call her from the other side but there was only a sliver of deck to remaining 

and it was water covered with fuel that had ignited into a raging fire.   

Taking a deep breath she just ran, praying: “Help me, God! Help me, God!”  Freezing, full of shock and 

adrenaline, she was thrown into a lifeboat that would take her to a neighboring ship.  On the deck of the 

rescue boat, she lay, staring into the sky, realizing that, somehow, she had survived.  Placing her hand at 

her side, she heard a small rustling.  There, in her pocket, was the stack of letters from her Sunday 

School teacher.  As she waited for the doctor to attend her, she realized she had been left to the end 

because she had no physical injury but minor cuts.  Somehow she had not been burned. 

Staring at the letter as it trembled in her hand, she read these words, “Isaiah 43:2, ‘When thou passeth 

through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; When thou 

walkest through the fire, thou shall not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.’” 3 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our prayers 

Father God, You alone are able to keep and protect those entrusted to Your care.  As You call us into battle, 

You are Emmanuel, God with us.  O Lord, be the defense of our military service members around the world.  

Be a shield about them and their glory.  Lift up their heads to see You!  We ask for supernatural protection 

from the enemies of this world and the enemy of their souls. Please intervene through Your angelic host for 

those who are entertaining the lie of suicide.  We commend them to You, body and soul, mind and emotions.  

In Jesus’ Name, amen. 

                                                           
3 Story paraphrased from the book, “And If I Perish,” by Evelyn Monahan and Rosemary Neidel-Greenlee 



Day 11 – Prepare Our Hands to be Covenant Keepers 

Read Genesis 15  

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), was 

established on 4 April 1949 under the North Atlantic 

Treaty, signed in Washington by 10 Western 

European countries and two from North America 

(Belgium, Denmark, France, the Netherlands, 

Iceland, Canada, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, 

USA, United Kingdom and Italy).  The North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization was created in 1949 by the 

United States, Canada, and several Western 

European nations to provide collective security against the Soviet Union.4 

NATO was implemented for the protection of 

the founding nations.  This pledge to support 

was signed between each nation as a covenant 

between one another (see right).   

We read in Genesis 15 about God’s covenant 

with Abram.  “Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am 

your shield and your very great reward.”  The Lord had promised to protect him (shield) and to provide 

for him (reward).   

It is ironic to think how, as Christians, we would regard so highly a covenant between two human beings 

or two nations enough that one would go to war to defend the other.  Yet, how do we regard our own 

covenant with God or with one another? Our Father is a Covenant Maker and a Covenant Keeper. How 

different would the Body of Christ look if God’s people would covenant with one another in prayer to 

consistently support one another, defend (and not accuse) one another and provide for one another’s 

needs?  Let us consider how powerful and strong, how like our Heavenly Father, we would keep the 

most minimal covenant we should have with each other, to stand with and defend each other in prayer, 

so that, “an attack against one is an attack against all.”   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our prayers 

Lord, we bring ourselves into alignment with Your plan to defend one another in prayer.  Let us hold up 

our brothers and sisters daily before Your throne.  Forgive us for complacency and self-centeredness.  

Let us stand together with You to make up a defense that no FOI/MTTM Center, missionary, single, 

family, adult or child, would have to endure attacks alone.  Likewise, let us go on the offensive for each 

other, bringing down strongholds in our communities, undergirding the work that You are doing and 

routing the evil one.  O God, let us be like You, faithful!  Teach us to pray and turn our hearts and our 

willing-but-weak flesh to pray one for another. 

                                                           
4 NATO, Office of the Historian 



Day 12 – Prepare Our Hands – We Shall Fight 

Read Isaiah 62:6 & 2 Corinthians 10:4-6 

76 years ago, almost exactly four years before the D-Day invasion of France, Allied Forces (British, 

Belgian and French) were cut off and surrounded during the Battle of France. In a speech to the House 

of Commons, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill called the events in France "a colossal military 

disaster", saying "the whole root and core and brain of the British Army" had been stranded at Dunkirk 

and seemed about to perish or be captured. 

Just before 7 pm on 26 May, Churchill ordered Dynamo to begin, by which time 28,000 men had already 

departed.  Initial plans called for the recovery of 45,000 men from the BEF within two days, at which 

time German troops were expected to block further evacuation. However, only 25,000 men escaped 

during this period, including just 7,669 on the first day.  British General Alan Brooke commented, 

“Nothing but a miracle can save the BEF now.” 

An emergency call was put out in Great Britain requesting help. The German’s reacted to the evacuation 

efforts by bombing Dunkirk.  An estimated 1,000 French civilians were killed in the bombings.  The water 

supply to Dunkirk was cut off and fires that could not be extinguished raged due to the bombings.   

The Allied Forces were now behind enemy lines.  No food supply.  No water.  Fires raging around them.  

The waters of the English Channel forced them to remain on French soil with the Nazi army pressing in 

from every direction by land and by air.   

On May 28th, the Belgian Army surrendered to Germany.  To add to the perilous conditions, this now left 

a huge gap in any remaining defenses.  The French Army fought until May 31st, at which time they 

surrendered due to a lack of food and ammunition.   

The men stranded on the beach were helpless.  They set their eyes to the waters between the burning 

warzone and home.  And on the very day of the surrender of the French Army, May 31, they saw 

something in the water.  Around 400 “little ships”, merchant boats, fishing vessels, yachts, lifeboats, and 

paddle steamers were dodging bombs and gunfire and making their way to the French shore.  These 

little boats were filled beyond capacity, almost to the point of sinking under the weight, as the soldiers 

stood patiently shoulder deep in the water.   

Miraculously, 140,000 men were saved.   

On June 4th, Prime Minister Winston Churchill addressed the House of Commons, and indeed the nation 

itself, in his speech, stating the resolve of the nation to never surrender to the Nazi regime, “We shall 

fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and on the streets, 

we shall fight in the hills.  We shall never surrender!” 

Who, in your life, is desperate and afraid, looking out on the waters of faith for your intercession to 

carry them back?  Who has the Lord, in His mercy, sent to rescue you from a crisis by asking them to fall 

on their knees in the middle of the night when you needed it most?   

We have to pray.  You have to do it.  I have to do it.  We HAVE TO because our nation and our people 

are sitting on the burning shores of a Godless culture, surrounded by the enemy from every angle.  And 

you and I have the only means available to rescue them and that is to PRAY. 



May we rise each morning and retire each evening remembering that we have the rights, the authority, 

and the responsibility to get in the battle with our prayers.   

IF YOU AND I COMPROMISE and surrender to a half-hearted, weak-willed, Jesus-absent, prayerless social 

gospel, we’ve already lost.  We will have surrendered our God-appointed right to, “approach the throne 

of grace with confidence so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  

(Hebrews 4:16) 

May that never be the case.  It doesn’t have to be.  We have an Advocate praying for us right now so we 

have every reason and right to join in His work simultaneously.  It may be the only time we are doing 

exactly the same thing that Jesus is doing at the exact same moment. 

Let us be known as people who cry out in prayer, “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the 

landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and on the streets, we shall fight in the hills.  We shall never 

surrender!”   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our prayers 

Rend our hearts, O God!  Circumcise our hearts again that we can feel what You feel and do as You do!  You 

have appointed us to warfare.  You have given us the weapons.  You have already won the victory.  Yet, so 

often we are AWOL when You are seeking someone to intercede.  Forgive us, Lord!  If we do nothing else 

well, let us pray well, for communion with You is the secret to everything we need.  Forgive us for going 

about Your kingdom work in our own way and in our own strength.  Give us hearts for one another.  Cause us 

to intercede and to enter into Your very work at the Father’s right hand.  Reveal to us, Lord Jesus, that the 

highest calling in the universe is just to kneel in worshipful prayer at Your feet where only the bold and the 

brave dare to go.  In Your Name, we will prevail! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 13 – Prepare Our Hands – “Man of Peace” 

Read—Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16, 2 Corinthians 10:4 

Born in rural Tennessee to a farming family of 11 

children, Alvin received very little education as he was 

expected to work and help provide for the family.  

When his father died suddenly, he threw himself into 

two pursuits:  working as much as he could to earn 

money for the impoverished family and drinking as much as he could to forget his troubles. 

But in 1914, Alvin met someone who would forever change the course of his life:  Jesus Christ. 

Drafted in WWI, Alvin claimed to be a conscientious objector due to his religious beliefs.  But forced to go to 

war, he grappled with the basic tenants of his faith:  how could he be both a man of peace and a man of war?   

In 1918, having just received military promotion, Corporal York was charged by the US Army with an 

impossible job: stop the German machine guns that were obliterating their front line.  The 17 brave men 

were soon only 9, with Alvin the most senior rank.  While the other 8 men guarded the German prisoners of 

war they had taken, York began to singlehandedly pick off the operators of the machine gun.  As Alvin took 

aim at those running the killing machine, the German officer in charge took aim at Alvin and emptied an 

entire pistol at him, failing with every shot.  The German officer surrendered and Corporal York and his eight 

men marched more than 130 German prisoners of war back to their command post. 

Afterward, Sergeant York was uncomfortable with is newfound hero status.  He said, “I had orders to report 

to Brigadier General Lindsey, and he said to me, ‘Well, York, I hear you have captured the whole **** German 

army.’ And I told him I only had 132.”  When pressed into action, he had realized that to be the Christian man 

of peace, he had to, when called upon, be a man of war.  The only way he could ensure peacetime was to do 

his part in wartime, to silence the enemies killing machine one shot at a time. 

As Christians, we are led into spiritual battles that must be fought before we can expect any success in our 

exploits upon the earth.  Surely we are called to take aim at the enemy’s weapons that are picking off our 

family, our friends, our own progress in advancing the kingdom.  We must also answer the call to be the 

“man of peace” by going into spiritual warfare, not blindly firing with lukewarm and random praying, but to 

single out the enemy’s tactics and apply the Holy Scriptures to them in prayer, allowing the great Sword of 

the Spirit to cut down the enemy’s lines.  Then we can have that great testimony due a good soldier of the 

cross.  As Sgt. Alvin C. York said when people tried to compliment his abilities, deflecting the glory back to 

God, “When you have God behind you, you come out on top every time.” 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

Lord Jesus, make us to be your men and women of peace by calling us to the frontlines of intercession for 

others.  Stir us up to remember what is at stake.  As our military men and women stand in front of us in 

physical warfare, let us stand in front of them in spiritual warfare.  In Jesus’ Name, we cover them with the 

blood of Jesus and dispatch the host of Heaven to stand guard around them.  We come as snipers in prayer 

and attack the spirit of suicide, depression, and despair.  We cut off the power of unbelief and we speak 

HOPE in the Name of Jesus over each soul.  Be the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night to each 

of them and may they see You as the Strong Tower You are.  In 2017, bring many of our military sons and 

daughters home to Your heart. Amen. 



Day 14 -- Prepare Our Hands – Prepare Us To Move 

Read Genesis 28:10-22 

It seems that more and more denominations and organizations refer to 

themselves in their own literature and press as a "movement."  We can 

contemplate what it means to be a movement by remembering the hearts of 

leaders such as Don Amison, who over 50 years ago who saw the need to bring 

full-gospel ministry to US military on foreign shores, and bought himself a one-way 

ticket on a cargo ship to France to begin a ministry that no one else could even 

fathom. When a divine burden like this gets feet and starts going, only then does it 

becomes a movement.  

The word "movement" itself implies several things: action, forward motion, and specific corporate direction. 

What happens if a Christian movement becomes stagnant, passive, stationary and reactionary instead?  

Perhaps this is how passionate, missional followership morphs and mortifies into mere religion.  It brings to 

mind what the White Witch in C.S. Lewis', "The Chronicles of Narnia," did to those who threatened her 

agenda. They were swiftly turned to stone. They appeared forever as they once had been, in size and 

expression, but they were without life or function. Perhaps this is what happens when a movement becomes 

a monument.   

In 2004, our friend and fellow FOI/MTTM leader, Pastor Philip Burton, moved with his family to 

Kaiserslautern, Germany for what would be 10 years of fruitful ministry.  It was the voice of the Holy Spirit to 

his heart, while touring through the magnificent German cathedrals of the Rheinland-Pfalz, that said,      

“Don’t let your movement today become the next generation’s monument.”   

The crowd will always stand in line to visit a monument.  Behind the velveteen rope barriers, they are 

impressive, stoic, inspiring.  But the monuments in the Old Testament were meant to be motivation for the 

journey of the current generation, not a substitution for their destination.  

Tomorrow is its own untamed wilderness. No one has been there to set up a monument in where we are to 

go. There's only One who knows the end from the beginning and who calls us further onward through this 

bumpy, savage path. So, let's catch our breath, enjoy the scenery for a second and remember the faithfulness 

of our God who has brought us safely thus far.  Then, let's tighten up our shoelaces and hit the road once 

more and, by the grace and leadership of the Holy Spirit, keep this movement moving. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our prayers 

Lord Jesus, we are asking for you to raise up new pioneers for this ministry and encourage those faithful men and 

women who are currently leading to move continually with You.  We want to keep step with the Holy Spirit and go 

where You lead.  Impart new energy, new opportunities, new provision, and send us laborers in every center and 

in every nation that we serve.  In milcoms that do not have a Pentecostal fellowship, raise up leaders to initiate a 

new work.  Cut orders from the Heavenly Department of Defense today and send Your people to fortify the good 

work that is being done around the world.  Refresh our Center Directors and their leaders and encourage them as 

they encourage others.  Help us to serve at Kingdom speed as You cause us to redeem the time.  Move us more 

than ever to impact this generation of military service members, their families, veterans and the communities they 

live and work in.  In Jesus’ Name. 
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Day 15 -- Prepare The Way – Direct Our Paths 

Read Proverbs 16:9, Psalm 27:23, Proverbs 20:24,             

2 Timothy 1:7 

It’s a nearly unfathomable scenario in today’s world.  

Three kids, by myself, no cell phone, no gps, no Waze or 

Google Maps or satellites in the sky.  My husband was on 

TDY in the Army for over 200 days a year, so either I 

would have to be contentedly stuck in our tiny German 

apartment for three years or just get out and go. 

One late evening, driving back from a Ministry to the Military conference, I was feeling confident in my ability 

to get us around anywhere in Europe by myself.  And then it appeared, out of nowhere, closing down the 

Autobahn for no apparent reason, little arrows pointing to the exit with the dreaded word, “Umleitung.”         

I followed the signs until, well, they just quit appearing, almost as if whoever had the job of putting up the 

detour signs got confused or tired and just went home.  There I was with three small children, in the middle 

of the night, low on fuel, stopped on the side road of some tiny unpronounceable village which wasn’t big 

enough to warrant putting on the map.  But I had all I needed:  a flashlight and an Esso atlas.  Yes, of course, 

just follow this road from page 23 to page…flip, flip, flip…41 and then turn left and that road will take you 

to…flip, flip, flip…page 57 where, it would seem, we drive off the side of the planet into the abyss.  And just 

when I thought I may have it figured out, I heard the words I had dreaded, the sound I knew would eventually 

emanate from the backseat, “Moooooommmmm.  I have to use the bathroom.” 

A person's steps are directed by the Lord.  How then can anyone understand their own way? (Proverbs 20:24)  

Our confidence and courage in our own abilities is often dashed, and rightly so, on this journey with Christ.  

Just when I thought I had this figured out, just when I felt like, “I’ve got this,” just when I thought it will all get 

easier from here…  The point is, we don’t completely understand the path we’re on.  We’ve never been here 

before.  Yet, He is so faithful to show us again and again that we are not equipped to navigate through life 

on a broken planet apart from His constant leadership.  We were never meant to.  Nothing but moment-by-

moment dependency on Him will ever keep us productive and fruitful, moving in the right direction. 

I found my way home that night by saying to the Lord, “I’m going to trust You to get us back on the right 

road.”  I kept straight until I finally saw one tiny last “Umleitung” sign pointing me back to the open section of 

the Autobahn.  “Wow, I would have missed that if I wasn’t paying attention,” I said aloud, then smiled, as I 

sensed the Holy Spirit teaching the greater lesson.  It’s His job to order our steps.  It’s our job to carefully 

follow. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

Lord Jesus, You have the plan.  You know the way.  You, and You alone, are able to navigate us successfully 

through each step of our lives.  Many reading this are struggling to find Your direction in a situation they are 

facing.  Many feel as though they are forgotten on the side of the road while everyone else moves forward.  

Others are at a juncture between two good things but are desperate to know which way You are leading.  

Lord, please speak to our hearts today through Your Word and Your Spirit.  We trust You to direct the 

ministries of FOI/MTTM around the world.  Teach us that easy, familiar roads often mean we’re backtracking 

and to allow You to lead us to places, peoples and ministries that we’ve never considered before.  Thank You 

for Your perfect leadership.  Tune our ears to hear Your directives like never before.  In Jesus’ Name, amen. 



Day 16 – Prepare The Way – Go and Wait 

Read Isaiah 40:31, Acts 1:4-5 

It’s was a strange Sunday morning this past summer.  I 

was visiting our daughter and son-in-law in Nashville 

and attended church with them.  The auditorium was 

packed for the third of five services.  The music was 

amazing and flawless.  The greeters and ushers were 

friendly and helpful.  The service was going great until it 

hit, a somber message from the pastor, “This is my last 

Sunday.  I’m stepping down effective immediately.” 

“I always wanted to start a church where it’s okay to not 

be okay,” he explained, “and, well, I’m not ok.” 

Although we won’t speculate on the reasons for the “not-okayness,” it does point us to a spiritual principal 

that we often find frustrating.  The Lord gave instructions to His followers at the end of the gospels to “Go,” 

per the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).  But then we read in Acts that His following instructions were 

less intuitive, “but wait,” (Acts 1:4).  So, which is it? 

No one has even been to the kind of seminary that Jesus’ disciples had been to.  They had been literally 

apprenticed to Jesus for somewhere around three years.  They had already performed notable miracles in His 

name as He had sent them out (Luke 10).  If anyone on earth was prepared, surely they were ready to go. 

But Jesus said, “wait.”  If the disciples themselves, to include the eleven, could not go forward without 

waiting for the promise of the Holy Spirit, then why do we think we can do anything without the same?  

Not only do we need the initial baptism of the Holy Spirit, but we should strive to be like the disciples who 

were “continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit,” (Acts 13:52).  From this Well comes the eternal 

refreshing and life-giving water that puts out the fire of burnout.  From this Well comes the purification and 

cleansing that we need daily.  From this well comes the satisfaction that no one or nothing else can bring.   

Isaiah tells us that only after we wait on the Lord will our strength be renewed.  If we didn’t need renewed 

strength, the Lord wouldn’t have given us instructions on how to get it.   

It’s okay to not be okay, but it’s not okay to stay not okay.  The Lord has provided all the energy, creativity, 

strength and stamina that we need through His Word and through His Spirit, both which require partaking of 

daily.  He wants us to mount up with eagles wings, run and not get weary, walk and not faint, and live a 

fruitful and enjoyable life that is abundant and so much more than just, “okay.” 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Prayers 

Lord, teach us to wait on You.  Help us to stop relying on our own fallible energy and abilities but to daily seek 

You in the Secret Place and take time our regularly to do nothing else but receive from You.  Lord Jesus, we 

pray for each and every person attending our ministry centers around the world to receive all that You have 

for them, to be clothed in Your power through the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We desire to go and make 

disciples but first we must stay and wait, entrusting You to fill us so that we’re fit to be sent.  Renew those 

who are weary today as You teach each of us, in active expectation, to wait upon the Lord. 



Day 17 – Prepare The Way – “Where Idols Fall” 

Read Jeremiah 23:23-24, I Samuel 5:1-5 

I read an interesting and disturbing blog the other day.  It was 

written by a minister who lamented that “sinners” were coming 

into the church and would surely remove God’s blessing from the 

House of the Lord.  Yes, sinners in church—say it isn’t so!  The 

premise of the complaint was that the Lord’s presence would not 

abide where there is sin. 

However, we know that God is omnipresent, which means He is simultaneously present everywhere. “‘Am I 

only a God nearby,’ declares the Lord, ‘and not a God far away?  Can anyone hide in secret places so that I 

cannot see him?’ declares the Lord.  ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ declares the Lord.” (Jer. 23:23-24)  If He 

is always present everywhere then He must also be near sinners, and aren’t we glad of that?  He came near 

to us when we were far away from Him.  In fact, modern day Pharisee’s have the same complaint as those in 

Jesus’ days on the earth: surely a holy God would not be in the presence of tax collectors, prostitutes, 

drunkards and “sinners.”  Yet, those were the very people that flocked to Him -- He did not cast them away -- 

and the very people we hope and pray come running to Him still. 

Instead of pondering what impact the world may have on the presence of the Lord, consider the impact the 

presence of the Lord has upon the world!  Dagon, the national idol/deity of the ancient Philistines, was 

erected in a temple built for pagan worship.  When the Philistines captured the ark, they brought it 

(symbolizing the Presence of the Lord) into Dagon’s temple.  The next day, there was Dagon, “fallen on his 

face on the ground before the ark of the Lord.”  They patched him up and put him back, but the next day, he 

was fallen again, even his head and hands were broken off. 

This story should tell us something about the impact of Christ in you, the hope of glory, upon a sinful and 

idolatrous generation.  Where we go, Christ in us is manifest.  We are His temple, His abode.  Through His 

power, alive in those who have been born again in Christ, idols fall and sinners go searching (as we once did) 

for a Savior. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

Firstly, Lord, cleanse us from any self-righteousness and forgive us for any wrong view we may have had of 

those who need to know You.  You so loved them (John 3:16) and You still do!  Help each of us to bring Your 

presence into our homes, our workplaces, and our communities.  Thank You for not just instructing us in 

what is right, but indwelling us to literally guide us to be like You.  Awaken us to the power available to your 

children.  We pray that idols of rebellion and unbelief will fall as we invite You to come in power into our 

spheres of influence.  Wherever there are “Dagon’s”, let them fall, and fall, and fall again in Your presence 

until the world around us acknowledges that You alone are God. 

 

 

 

 



Day 18 – Prepare the Way – “If It’s You” 

Read Matthew 14:13-36 

Peter knew what it was like to have a “sinking feeling.”  

What a day it had been for him and the disciples!  Firstly, 

they had just participated with Jesus in a notable miracle.  

Jesus blessed and broke the bread and fish and gave it to 

them.  In their very own hands, as they distributed, it 

multiplied and fed 5,000 men plus women and children, a 

crowd that may have been well over 20,000 people.  Now, they’re on a boat in a terrible storm and Jesus isn’t 

there.  The wind is contrary.  It’s the fourth watch of the night and they still aren’t across the lake.  Then they 

all see something that looks like it might be a man, in fact it looks like Jesus, but the man is literally walking 

on the water.  But, wait, that’s impossible! 

Aren’t you glad that our God is not relegated to the world of the “possible” like you and I?  They had just seen 

Him defy the laws of nature with the loaves and fish.  In fact, they did it too!  Now, Peter, perhaps 

remembering how it felt to do what Jesus did earlier that day, calls out to the water, “Lord, if it’s You, bid me 

to come.”  The Lord doesn’t chastise Peter for such a bold request.  He doesn’t try to talk him out of it either.  

He simply says one word, “Come.”   

I wonder if Jesus was deliberately waiting to see if any of the disciples would remember that they had just 

done the impossible with Him earlier that day.  Yet, it was only Peter, impulsive, impetuous Peter, who 

stepped out of the boat.  Yes, he faltered and began to sink.  The Lord knew he would before he even took 

the first step.  But what about those back in the boat? 

It’s easy for those seated safely in the boat to point and scoff and criticize while you’re sinking.  So, you took 

a step of faith and now things look a little bleak.  The Lord’s grip begins where your faith ends.  Can you bear 

His rebuke, “Oh you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  Let Him rebuke you now, because the stakes are 

going to keep getting higher and your faith and mine needs to get stronger to keep up.  Keep being the Peter 

who tries to do what Jesus did, to do what Jesus DOES, because His hand is there to guide you to walk in a 

miracle again on another day.  Be bold.  Call out to the water.  If it’s Him, He’ll always say, “Come.” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Prayers 

Lord, increase our faith.  Help us to do the things You do, to be imitators of Christ.  You promised that we 

would do even greater things because of the power of the Holy Spirit inside of us.  We’re asking for You to 

remove the things in our lives that block the “greater things” from happening.  We are asking for miracles in 

2017, for signs and wonders, for healings, for deliverances, for a multitude of salvations!  Bid us to come to 

the waters of supernatural living, to the very place that You are, to be Your hands and feet upon this earth.  

Visit us with Your power this year so that the world may know You as You are revealed to them through us. In 

Jesus’ Name. 

 

 

 



Day 19 – Prepare the Way for a Miraculous Catch  

Read Luke 5:1-11 

I spent the summers of my childhood on my grandparent’s 

farm in rural Nebraska.  My uncle worked on the farm and 

lamented that “them kids” were always underfoot.  One 

day, he told my cousin and me that we ought to go fishing.  

(I cringe to think of how dangerously unsupervised we 

were!)  We were just two little girls in elementary school, 

spending a long, lazy summer day dangling safety pins and twine in the "crick".  But, that day, we got a bite 

and (to our horror) pulled a big, ugly catfish up out of the muddy water.  I couldn't bring myself to retrieve 

the safety pin from his horrible, waxy mouth as it gulped at the air.  We threw him in a bucket and lugged him 

back to the farmhouse, trying not to peer down in his glassy side eye, as we were feeling conscientious about 

his fate.  It took the two of us to carry the bucket and we stopped about every ten feet to rest and switch 

hands hoping the fish wouldn’t flop out and enact some kind of horrible, sci-fi revenge. When my uncle came 

back for dinner and saw “Old Beady-Eye” languishing in the bucket on our porch, he was astonished.  He 

almost didn't believe our story of how we caught him.  Thankfully, the safety pin was still in its mouth as 

proof.  My Grandma laughed and said, "You sent them on a wild goose chase but they caught the goose." 

This story reminds me of how zealous and optimistic young Christians typically are.  Newly saved, excited and 

full of faith, they are unstoppable until they meet those “wise and seasoned” Christians.  That’s not how you 

fish.  That’s not how you witness.  Don’t you know the Four Spiritual Laws?  Are you presenting an Armenian 

or Calvanist view?  Don’t be so forward—be sensitive (so ‘sensitive’ that they end up saying nothing at all).   

Jesus said He would make us fishers of men if we follow Him.  He said He would make us by His supernatural 

power to be what we could not be any other way. 

What do we need to fish with?  A big, fancy building?  A million dollar budget?  A huge paid staff?  Those 

things are nice.  But, if you have new life in Christ and a testimony, though it looks as meager and paltry as a 

safety pin and twine dangling from a twig, you will be a fisher of men.  He will make you to be.  With the 

power of the blood of the Lamb and the word of your testimony, the laws of probability inexplicably swing in 

your favor.  And then you'll find that the real wild goose chase isn't trying to win souls by simply sharing your 

faith, it's trying to win souls any other way.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

Lord, make us soul winners!  You said that he who wins souls is wise.  We long to be wise with Your wisdom 

and for Your glory.  Touch our hearts with the agony of Your heart for just one lost soul.  Forgive us for 

listening to the nay-sayers, for being nay-sayers ourselves.  We want a miraculous catch in 2017.  Call us out 

into the deep waters of faith, and AT YOUR WORD the nets will be filled.  In the Mighty Name of Jesus 

Christ—amen. 

 

 

 



Day 20 – Prepare The Way – “I See A Cloud” 

Read all of 1 Kings 18 

Elijah was praying what the Lord told him to pray, yet nothing was happening.  He 

has just witnessed the incredible power of God on full display as fire fell from 

heaven at Mount Caramel.  He had just seen a repentant nation fall on its face 

shouting, “The Lord – He is God!  The Lord—He is God!”  He had already 

prophesied to the King, “There is the sound of an abundance of rain.”  Yet, here he 

was, obediently praying over and over, but the weather condition hadn’t changed.  

The news brought the same report, “There is nothing.” 

This should have been the easy part.  The hard part was done.  I mean, how 

miraculous and supernatural does it have to be?  It’s just rain. 

Elijah’s servant was asked to go stand and look out over the sea.  Each time he came back with a bad report, 

Elijah sent him back to the water’s edge.  Keep looking.  It’s coming.   

If Elijah was praying his own prayers, he would have had room for doubt.  But, he was praying the very will of 

God.  Just think of how it is when you and I pray though scripture, claiming God’s promises for our family, our 

neighbors, our colleagues.  We can know God’s will through His word.  Each time Elijah’s voice went out in 

prayer, the air around him took a little sip from the sea.  Each time he restated God’s will and God’s word, 

the atmosphere began to change.  And then came the report, “I see a cloud as small as a man’s hand rising 

from the sea.”  

In our culture, people pray and give up when they don’t see anything happening.  We must pray until we see 

it coming to pass.  I was encouraged by a Chinese pastor who testified that he was the only believer in his 

family, but he prayed consistently for 22 years and saw every member of his family come to saving faith in 

Jesus Christ.  Let us be diligent to declare the Word of God over those in our lives, consistent, faithful, 

atmosphere-changing prayers, until we too see a cloud rising. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Father God, make us to be a people of prayer!  We pray in faith for those around us, our family, friends, 

neighbors, co-workers.  It is Your will that they should not perish but come to know You as Savior.  Give us a 

conviction to persevere in prayer and to be faithful to intercede on behalf of those who you’ve entrusted us 

to pray for.  We believe that, through our intercession, You are changing the atmosphere and ending spiritual 

drought around us.  Over our churches, our homes, our communities, our military bases, we ask for an 

abundance of rain in 2017—in Jesus’ Name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 21 – Prepare The Way – “I Am Anointed” 

 

Read Luke 4:1-20 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus left the wilderness, having fasted and prayed, having been tempted, having faced and rebuked the 

devil, and He went back home to Nazareth, full of the power of the Holy Ghost.  He stood up in the 

synagogue and took the scroll, reading from Isaiah, ““The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed 

me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery 

of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  My favorite part is 

when He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down, saying, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.”  Boom.  Mic drop. 

That wasn’t well received but it was true.  As we come out of a season of fasting, if it was the True Fast that 

Isaiah 58 teaches and not something reduced to religious ritual, we can anticipate a special anointing.  With 

this anointing comes the quiet confidence and security (not religious pride) of saying, “I know who I am, I 

know Whose I am, and I know Who He is in me.”  The more submitted we are to God, the more confident we 

are in His anointing.   

We live in a world where religious pride has infected the church.  People toss the word “anointing” around as 

if it’s a Boy Scout badge that they have, through some great spiritual feat, achieved on their own.  Listen 

again to the tenor of Jesus’ words:  “The Spirit” (it doesn’t come from us) “has anointed me to” (the anointing 

has a purpose outside of ourselves, a work that He commissions us for) “proclaim good news, proclaim 

freedom for prisoners, recovery of sight to the blind, set oppressed free, proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor.”  Anointing is the power of the Holy Spirit to do what He wants done.  We can’t get it done without 

Him so He does it HIMSELF through His anointing.  We can’t buy it and we can’t earn it, but we can prepare 

ourselves to steward this power through fasting and prayer.  I pray that we were striving for this during these 

past three weeks because the world around us is dying to see what can only be seen through anointed eyes – 

the power and hope a Resurrected Jesus in each of us.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our prayers 

Lord, we need You so desperately.  We need Thee every hour!  Only Your anointing breaks the yoke and the yoke 

must be broken!  Impart to us a holy discontentment to go back to the “normal” way of doing things.  May we 

refuse to live outside of Your anointing!  Stir our hearts to seek You in 2017 as we never have before.  Lead us first 

to get victory in the wilderness so we can get victory in the church and as the Church.  May we, each individual and 

as a movement, do the work of those You have anointed.  May we proclaim the good news, free prisoners, give the 

blind sight, set the oppressed free and proclaim this year, 2017, as the year of the Lord’s Favor in turning our 

people back to You again.  In the Name above every name, Jesus, the Messiah. Amen.  


